Press Release - March 1, 2009
Innovation Meets Climate Protection

Launching the CO2code initiative

Palm Desert, USA – From April on, products will be available which contain a CO2code, allowing consumers to trace the CO2 emissions of their purchase and the project where the emissions were neutralized.

Conscious consumerism has, in many parts of the world, become a new way of life.  The public has the opportunity to show their support for products which fulfill their personal convictions, be it fair-trade, organic, or local.  Now, consumers can also decide whether to purchase CO2 balanced products.  In contrast to most existing labels in other sectors, the carbon neutrality of products can be easily traced using a CO2code.  Soon you will be able to look on your daily products to find, beside a CO2 neutral label, a code which can be typed into the CO2code web-registry, where it will be possible to see the calculated emissions caused by a product and to learn about the project where the emissions were balanced.  The registry will give the details of the project including maps, pictures of the location, and in-depth information about the social and ecological benefits created by the project.  Alongside any carbon neutral label the CO2code is available for any product. This innovative code will allow companies the chance to show their corporate environmental responsibility in a practical and transparent way.  The opportunity to purchase CO2 balanced products is just around the corner with the first items expected to be on the shelves in April 2009 within Europe.  For all that we can’t reduce we now have the opportunity to balance in a transparent way.  For more information and product examples, visit the CO2code initiative website at www.CO2code.info.   
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Climate Change - The burning of fossil fuels leads to additional CO2 in the atmosphere, which causes the world the warm up. According to the UN climate secretariat we must remain within 2°C of 1990 levels by 2050. Reducing emissions and supporting projects that reduce emissions are essential to achieve this target.
CO2code initiative – an initiative based in Germany which developed an international tracing system which gives the consumer information on product emissions and the project where those emissions were neutralized.
